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Moana 2 - Rekindles the Edai Siabo Story ENTERTAINMENT

The similarities between Disney’s Moana 2 and the legend of Edai Siabo, a significant cultural
tale from Papua New Guinea, liein their shared themes of the ocean, exploration, leadership,
and cultural preservation.

The similarities between Disney’s Moana 2 and the legend of Edai Siabo, a significant cultural
tale from Papua New Guinea, lie in their shared themes of the ocean, exploration, leadership,
and cultural preservation. Here are the key parallels:



1. Ocean as a Central Element

Both Moana 2 and the Edai Siabo legend revolve around the ocean as a vital part of the story.
For Moana, the ocean is aliving entity guiding her on her adventures. Similarly, in the Edai
Siabo legend, the sea plays a crucial role as Siabo is credited with introducing the concept of
seafaring and the creation of the lagatoi (traditional sailing canoe).

2. Voyaging and Exploration

Both narratives highlight the importance of exploration and the courage to venture into the
unknown. Moana embarks on oceanic journeys to discover new lands and fulfill her destiny,
much like Edai Siabo, who is celebrated for teaching his people how to navigate and trade
using the ocean.

3. Leadership and Vision

Moanais aleader driven by avision for her people, striving to bring prosperity and renewal to
her community. Similarly, Edai Siabo isavisionary figurein PNG’s oral tradition, known for
hisingenuity and leadership in guiding his people toward trade and cultural growth.

4. Connection to Ancestry and Culture

Both stories deeply connect to cultural roots and ancestral traditions. Moana s journey involves
honoring her ancestors’ legacy and preserving her people’ sway of life. The Edai Siabo legend,
passed down through generations, underscores the importance of cultural preservation and
respect for traditional knowledge.

5. Empower ment through Knowledge

Both Moana and Edai Siabo use knowledge as a means to empower their communities. Moana
learns about navigation and her people’s history to save her island, while Edal Siabo introduces
new skills and tools to elevate his people’ sway of life.

While Moana 2 is afictional tale set in Polynesian culture, and the Edai Siabo legend is a part
of Melanesian heritage, their shared themes resonate universally, showcasing the significance
of leadership, courage, and the enduring connection between people and the ocean.
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